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Abstract 
 

Every year, the U.S. National Parks Service (NPS) compiles and releases a report on the 
previous year’s visitor statistics. The NPS Social Science Program is tasked with 
coordinating and reporting these statistics. Program and park staff work together to 
collect, report, and provide this public data. This coordination ensures consistent, 
reliable information throughout every park in the U.S. National Park System.  
 
This report is a detailed summary of recreational visits to parks in the U.S. National Park 
system in 2019. It describes the methods used to gather visitor data and the results of 
the data in terms of recreational visits by park, park type, and park location. In 2019, 
there were more recreational visits than in 2018, but not near as many visitors – 230 
million -- as the park’s centennial high-water mark set in 2016.  
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Introduction 
 
Since 1916, the National Park Service has worked to protect and preserve the cultural, 
historical, and natural gems of the American landscape. With their core mission being “to 
protect park resources and values and to provide for the enjoyment of parks by this and future 
generations”, the NPS depends on reliable visitor information to ensure proper management. 
This good management depends on accurate Visitor Use Statistics including how many people 
visit at a time, what they do when visiting, how long they typically stay, and other 
characteristics of the typical visitor.  
 
Visitor Use Statistics references the formal set of NPS statistics on the number of people visiting 
the parks and their length of stay. Typically, this set includes recreational visit counts, 
recreational visit hours, non-recreational visit counts, non-recreational visit hours, and 
overnight stays by category. This report only concerns recreational visit counts by park.  
 
Recreational Visits (RVs) are the most tangible statistic for the NPS. A recreational visit “occurs 
when one person enters onto lands or waters administered by the NPS for any recreational 
purpose”.  
 
In 2019, the NPS recorded 327,516,619 recreational visits. Of the 419 national parks in the 
system, 378 parks recorded recreational visits.  
 
While National Parks like Yellowstone and the Great Smoky Mountains illustrate the ideal park 
for the typical visitor, the NPS boasts 19 different park designations. These include:  
 

- National Historic Sites - National Monuments - National Battlefields 

- National Historical Parks  - National Parks  - National Memorial 

- National Preserves  - National Recreation Areas - National Seashores 

- National Military Parks - National Rivers  - National Parkways 

- National Lakeshores  - National Reserves  - National Battlefield Parks 

- National Trails  - National Wild and Scenic Rivers and Riverways 

- International Historic Sites 
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Method 
 

Collecting Data 
 
For this report, a recreation visit occurs and is counted when “one person enters onto lands or 
waters administered by the NPS except as defined above for non-reportable and non-recreation 
visits”. The rule is that “one entrance per individual per day is countable”.  
 
A reportable non-recreation visit occurs when a person travels to and from inholdings – 
privately owned land within a national park, when a person uses a service-administered road or 
waterway through a park for convenience, when a tradesperson has business in the park, when 
a person is pursuing gainful occupation – e.g. guides – within a park, when a government 
employee has business in the park, when a person uses NPS buildings for civic or local 
government business, or when outside researchers are pursuing work independent from NPS 
legislated interest – e.g. for meteorological research.  
 
A non-reportable visit occurs whenever an NPS employee, an NPS employee’s family member, 
concession employees, member of cooperating associations, NPS contractors, or service 
personnel enter the park.  
 
Examples of non-reportable visits include NPS employees assigned to the park or visiting the 
park regarding a duty assignment, household members of personnel residing in the park, 
private tenants – inholders -- within NPS boundaries, persons engaged in pursuit of specific 
legal rights of use like subsistence hunting and fishing.  
 
 

Representing Data 
 
Once the data representing 2019 recreation visits is collected it is arranged into a table. See 
Table 1.  
 
Table 1 ranks each park by total recreation visits. It also illustrates the parks location, 
designation, and percentage of park recreation visits in comparison to 2019’s total recreation 
visits.  
 
From the data represented in Table 1, four charts were created. Each chart represents 
important information implicit in Table 1.   
 
Chart 1, represented as a pie chart, illustrates the relationship between recreational visits and 
park type.  
 
Chart 2, represented as another pie chart, illustrates the relationship between the amount of a 
certain park type amid all 19 park designations.   
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Chart 3, represented as a map, illustrates the relationship between recreational visits and their 
state of occurrence.  
 

Note – The map does not include information on recreational visits to parks in 
Washington DC, Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, or the US Virgin Islands. 
Applicable and important notes on parks and recreational visits will be provided with 
the chart.  

 
Chart 4, also represented as a map, illustrates the relationship between states and the national 
park members they host.  
 

Note – The map does not include information on recreational visits to parks in 
Washington DC, Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, or the US Virgin Islands. 
Applicable and important notes on parks and recreational visits will be provided with 
the chart.  

 
 

Further Notes  
 
Table 1 illustrates Recreational Visits by park, park designation, park location, and percentage. 
In this table, sometimes two parks are represented by a single entry.  
 
For example, Aniakchak National Monument and Aniakchak National Preserve are represented 
by the single-entry of 1000 recreational visits. While the NPS records Aniakchak National 
Preserve and Aniakchak National Monument as two separate parks, their RV data is recorded as 
a single entry.  
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Results 
 

Table 1  
 
For ease and readability, Table 1 has been divided into 9 sections. Each section illustrates 50 
entries. Table 1 illustrates the list of parks – 378 in total – that recorded recreational visitors in 
2019. Entries are ranked by total recreational visits 

 

 

 

Table 1.1 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.2 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.3 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.4 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.5 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.6 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.7 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Table 1.8 –  2019 US NPS Parks by Recreational Visit  
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Chart 1 
 

 

 

Chart 1 –  Recreational Visits by Park Type 

 
Chart 1 illustrates the relationship between recreational visits and park type. The bar to the 
right of the pie graph illustrates the breakdown of the seven park designations which define the 
orange “Other” section. This “other” section is not to be confused with the dark grey “Other 
Designation” section.  
 

Note – In 2019 no there were no recorded recreational visits to National Trails.  
 
For further findings from Chart 1, see the Analysis section.  
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Chart 2  
 

 

 

Chart 2 –  Percentage of Parks by Type 

 
Chart 2 illustrates the proportion between national park types within the national parks service. 
The bar to the right of the pie graph illustrates the breakdown of the seven park designations 
which define the orange “Other” section. This “other” section is not to be confused with the 
dark grey “Other Designation” section.  
 

Note – In 2019 no there were no recorded recreational visits to National Trails.  
 
For further findings from chart 2, see the Analysis section.  
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Chart 3 
 

 

 

Chart 3 –  Percentage of Recreational Visits by State  

 
Chart 3 illustrates the relationship between the American states and recreational visits (RVs) to 
NPS parks within their borders.  
 
The blue-gradient bar to the right of the map illustrates the percentage of recreational visits by 
state. For example, 0% of recreational visits to National Parks happened in Delaware.  9.08% of 
recreational visits to national parks happened in California.  
 

Note – This chart does not include information from the following locations: 
Washington DC (11.82% of RVs in 2019), Puerto Rico (0.27%), Guam (0.1%), the US 
Virgin Islands (0.06%), and American Samoa (0.01%). In 2019 no there were no recorded 
recreational visits to National Trails.  
 
Note – For NPS members belonging to more than one state/ territory, the recreational 
visits were divided by the amount of locations sharing the park. For example, The Blue 
Ridge Parkway (BRP) runs through North Carolina and Virginia so recreational visits to 
the BRP were divided between North Carolina and Virginia.  

 
For further findings from Chart 3, see the Analysis section.  
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Chart 4 
 

 

 

Chart 4 –  Percentage of National Parks by State   

 

Chart 4 illustrates the relationship between the American states and the NPS parks within their 
borders.  
 
The blue-gradient bar to the right of the map illustrates the percentage of parks within a state. 
For example, Delaware has 0% of the National Parks recording recreational visits in 2019.  New 
York has 5.43% of National Parks recording recreational visits in 2019. 
 

Note – This chart does not include information from the following locations: 
Washington DC (5.68% of NP recording RVs in 2019), the US Virgin Islands (0.99%), 
Puerto Rico (0.25%), Guam (0.25%), and American Samoa (0.25%).  
 
Note – For NPS members belonging to more than one state/ territory, the park is 
counted for both states. For example, The Blue Ridge Parkway (BRP) runs through North 
Carolina and Virginia so both North Carolina and Virginia are recorded as home to the 
BRP.  

 
For further findings from Chart 3, see the Analysis section.  
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Analysis 
 

 In 2019, the NPS recorded 327,516,619 recreational visits.  
 

 Three parks recorded over 10 million recreational visits: Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, Blue Ridge Parkway, and Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  

 11 parks recorded over five million recreation visits 
 

 80 parks recorded over one million recreation visits.  
 

 25 National Parks recorded over 1 million recreational visits.  
 

 50% of total recreation visits occurred in 27 parks.  
 

 Washington DC recorded the most recreational visits in the United States.  
 

 Washington DC has the most parks of any state or territory.  
 

 The largest number of parks are National Historic Sites, 18% of all NPS parks.  
 

 National Parks recorded the most recreational visits by park type with 26.85% of RVs.  
 

10 most visited parks 
 

1. Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
2. Blue Ridge Parkway 
3. Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
4. Gateway National Recreation Area 
5. Lincoln Memorial 
6. Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
7. George Washington Memorial Parkway 
8. Natchez Trace Parkway 
9. Grand Canyon National Park 
10. Gulf Islands National Seashore 
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10 most visited National Parks 
 

1. Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
2. Grand Canyon National Park 
3. Rocky Mountain National Park 
4. Zion National Park 
5. Yosemite National Park 
6. Yellowstone National Park 
7. Acadia National Park 
8. Grand Teton National Park 
9. Olympic National Park 
10. Glacier National Park 
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